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Jamaica

Slavery was a legal practice for over 300 years 

The average life expectancy of a slave under British 
Rule was 7 years 

85% of Jamaicans are born to unmarried parents 

The murder rate is 4th highest in the world



“There is nothing wrong with Jamaica that 
cannot be fixed by what is right with Jamaica” 

Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General



“There is nothing wrong with Jamaica that 
cannot be fixed by what is right with Jamaica” 

Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General



If you want to know more:

Podcast Episode: Jesus in Jamaica



If you want to know more:

www.fusionjamaica.org 

david.campbell@fusionjamaica.org

http://www.fusionjamaica.org
mailto:david.campbell@fusionjamaica.org


There is a three part pattern in these 
14 teachings:

1 - Traditional Righteousness  

2 - Diagnosis of a viscous cycle 

3 - Transforming initiative 

Further reading: “Living the Sermon on the Mount” by Glenn Stassen 

“Kingdom Ethics” by Glenn Stassen and David P. Gushee









causes you to stumble, 
cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you 
to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole 
body to go into hell.’  



The ‘original sin began with ‘looking’

‘When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and 
ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate it.’ 

Genesis 3:6 

Seeing leads to taking… 



The Transforming Initiative:  

Practical Distancing 

(Removing lust-creating practices) 

Do whatever it takes to distance yourself, 
practically, from the temptation.



Pornography Dismantles Human Beings
• About 56% of divorce proceedings cite an “obsessive interest” in 

pornographic websites 

• Porn damages the brain.  Scientists at Cambridge University recently 
determined that people addicted to pornography show similar brain activity 
to alcoholics or drug addicts. 

• Porn motivates people to seek new sexual partners.  This is an example of 
the Coolidge Effect, or novelty-seeking behaviour. 

• Porn use escalates.  In one study, 64 percent of porn viewers reported that 
their tastes in porn had become more extreme or deviant. 

• Pornography saps energy.  In the same study, 67 percent reported an 
increase in energy levels and productivity when they stopped viewing porn. 

Scott Christian 10 Reasons why you should Quit watching Porn in GQ Magazine (2013)  
Online: http://www.gq.com/story/10-reasons-why-you-should-quit-watching-porn  Accessed 27 March 2016

http://www.gq.com/story/10-reasons-why-you-should-quit-watching-porn


“All human beings some of the time, and some human beings most of the time, 
have deep heartfelt longings for kinds of sexual intimacy or gratification 
(multiple partners, pornography, whatever) which do not reflect the creator’s 
best intentions for his human creatures, intentions through which new wisdom 
and flourishing will come to birth. Sexual restraint is mandatory for all, difficult for 
most, extremely challenging for some. God is gracious and merciful but this 
never means “so his creational standards don’t really matter after all.”  

NT Wright* 

* https://religionnews.com/2014/06/03/nt-wright-homosexuality-science-gender

https://religionnews.com/2014/06/03/nt-wright-homosexuality-science-gender


Lust in any form is not a path Christians can 
walk and still be following Jesus. 

Repentance means to stop. 



1.Be Honest. The Belt of truth is the first part of the spiritual armour. 

• ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist..’ Ephesians 6:13-14 

2. Make a commitment to yourself to stop. And keep it. 

‘I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a young woman.’ Job 31:1 

3. Lust is a battle not to fight alone.

• Disclose to a friend and set up practical accountability structures e.g. internet filters 

4. Flee temptation. Avoid places and times of temptation. Own your humanity and be honest 
with yourself and others about weak moments.

• ‘Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with 
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.’ 2 Timothy 2:22 

5. Read your Bible daily. 

• Research by the Centre for Bible Engagement (CBE) presented on the  ‘Back to The Bible’ 
website has found that spending time in God’s word four or more times a week  means you will 
be 59% less likely to view pornography and 30% less likely to struggle with loneliness (which 
can fuel many other temptations).* 

*https://www.backtothebible.org/research





To the married I give this command (not I, but the 
Lord): A wife must not separate from her 
husband. But if she does, she must remain 
unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. 
And a husband must not divorce his wife. 

1 Corinthians 7:10-11



Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?” 

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator 
‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his 
wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?” 

Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives 
because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the 
beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for 
sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” 

Matt 19:3-9





Pray for one another
Which of the initiatives:

- practices of reconciliation 

- removing lust-creating practices 

- practices of reconciliation in marriage 

do I need to do something about?


