So, before we run into what lies ahead,
let’s take a moment…
Jesus, thank you! You promise to ALWAYS be
with us, and to sustain us through EVERYTHING
this life can throw at us. The season we are
coming out of has not been easy, but YOU HAVE
BEEN FAITHFUL.
FAITHFUL You never left us, you didn’t
ever walk away or close your eyes. You see
EVERY part of our hearts and lives – NOTHING
IS HIDDEN TO YOU.
YOU Thank you for carrying me,
for teaching me, for guiding me, for being
with me. As I look back over the past year,
I want you to know this:
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This week, I was thinking STORIES…
Like, for example, the story of the Three Little Pigs…

You know it too…
3 Pigs - 3 houses - Huffy-Puffy Wolf - pigs running - safe brick house - chimney
scrambling - hot pot … burnt bot – fleeing, embarrassed wolf - happy,
victorious pigs! … the END!
We all know that story! And because we know it, we lose some of the wonder of it… like,
a HUFFY-PUFFY WOLF… capable of BLOWING down a house... what confidence…
what amazing lung power… and those PIGS… capable of BUILDING… OUTWITTING A WOLF…
Have you thought about what would have happened if perhaps the wolf was not so fit? It wouldn’t be a very good story… “the wolf huffed
and puffed and passed out because he was too unfit to even blow out a candle!” ... that doesn’t make an interesting story… Or what if
the story ended differently… maybe like this instead:

OK… OK… so this is a REALLY silly story, and no one really cares, BUT it did get me thinking…
WHAT ABOUT THE BIBLE STORIES WE READ…?
I began to wonder… Have I stopped being AMAZED… BLOWN AWAY… AWE-STRUCK… because I know them so well, have read them
before (some of them many times), and know the endings?
So, I decided to dig deeper into this thought…
Think about the stories YOU know:
Moses

Noah

David
Joseph

Paul

Gideon

Joshua
Mary

Israelites

Bartimaeus
Abraham

Peter
Jesus

Lazarus

Zacchaeus
Ruth

Elijah

Hannah

Jonah

THE OUTCOME WOULD BE SO DIFFERENT!
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What if these stories had
this line in them:

Some possible alternative outcomes…

Moses could have died as a baby… the END!

Noah could have had chaos in a floating zoo! ... the END!!

Or …was a shepherd in the wilderness…. the END!
Paul … killed the Jesus-followers... the END!
Joshua could have shouted at the walls of Jericho, and they stand tall and strong,
and the whole of Israel could have been wiped out... the END!
Bartimaeus… was blind from birth… until death... the END!

Or… was shipwrecked, then a snake bit him and
he died... the END!

Gideon… was scared!
... the END!

Lazarus died… the END!

Elijah… prayed for fire, and nothing happened… the END!
Abraham… had no children... the END!

Hannah could not have children and was sad forever... the END!

Jonah… was swallowed by a big fish... the END!

Joseph… was thrown into a pit, then sold into slavery and taken to Egypt.
... the END!

Ruth…

Or…

David could have been killed as a boy, by a GIANT! ... the END!

Mary…

Or…

Peter…

Zacchaeus…

Israelites…

Jesus… died, was buried and everyone was sad... the END!
Or… he ascended into Heaven and lefts us all alone ... the END!

I don’t know about you, but I find these alternatives depressing! Hopeless!
Dark! Now think about your own life. What if God wasn’t with you…
how different would your stories be?
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But, thank God, all these stories ended with God being glorified and victorious! He
NEVER fails! He has NEVER lost a battle! He’s NEVER abandoned His children. AND He
has NOT changed!! I love that!
I was thinking about the ONE THING that is common to ALL these (and all the other) stories.
The ONE THING that changed EVERYTHING. When it was there, all was good… when it left,
everything failed! Do you know what the ONE THING is?

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, do you remember what He
said? He said that we should say: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done… (Matthew 6:9-10)

__

_____

__

__

__

Well, the greatest reality and value in HEAVEN is the PRESENCE

__

______

OF GOD.

The PRESENCE OF GOD so thoroughly FILLS all of heaven that there are no shadows because He
is everywhere, shining BRIGHTLY everywhere all at once! WOW! Everything in heaven is connected
to ONE THING and that is the PRESENCE OF GOD. So, when we pray “on earth as it is in heaven” we
need to be willing to take the time to learn to recognise and value the PRESENCE OF GOD. We need
to desire the PRESENCE

OF GOD more than anything else! All through the bible we read STORIES of
God working in and through his people, empowering them with HIS PRESENCE and giving them special
abilities so that they could meet the needs of people around them.
There is a more recent STORY about a Monk, called BROTHER
to value PRESENCE

OF GOD in every situation. It changed his life, and the lives of so many others!

So, WHO WAS BROTHER LAWRENCE?
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LAWRENCE, who learned what it means

Well, he was a very GRUMPY MONK…
Brother

Lawrence

was

a

lay

monk

who

lived

in

the

Carmelite monastery in Paris, France, in the early 1600’s.
The lay monks did all of the hard work of the monastery.
Brother Lawrence was older when he became a monk, and
suffered constant pain from a war wound which had left him
partially lame. He was assigned to work in the kitchen, which
he hated.
Brother Lawrence was totally miserable!

He was convinced

that God was punishing him for all of his past sins by making
him work in the kitchen. Then one night in his prayer time he broke down, accepted his
lot, and reconciled himself to God’s will. From that time forward he CONSCIOUSLY tried
to walk before God IN FAITH WITH HUMILITY AND LOVE. BROTHER LAWRENCE
DETERMINED TO LIVE HIS ENTIRE LIFE AS AN EXPRESSION OF HIS RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD. Brother Lawrence began to do EVERYTHING out of love for God instead of
duty. He focused his attention on God moment by moment.
Brother Lawrence said, “For me, the time of business does not differ from the time

of prayer, and in the noise and clatter of my kitchen, while several persons are
calling for different things at the same time, I possess God in great tranquillity,
as if I were upon my knees at the blessed sacrament.”
The monks who lived with Brother Lawrence NOTICED the difference in him, and the
word began to spread. People from surrounding villages came to visit with Brother
Lawrence to talk about his secret, which he called THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE

OF GOD. One of those people was the Abbott of Beaufort, who kept notes on four
conversations, and fifteen letters he and Brother Lawrence exchanged. After Brother
Lawrence died, the Abbott published these notes under the title: THE PRACTICE OF

THE PRESENCE OF GOD BY BROTHER LAWRENCE.
We can learn so much from Brother Lawrence and his
realization that God is JUST AS NEAR us in good circumstances
as in bad, and that it is not so much what happens to us as how
we respond.

(You should read his book – ask your parents about it)
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BROTHER LAWRENCE experienced the PRESENCE OF GOD in his everyday work and routines.
Here are SIX things we can learn from him:
1. GOD’S PRESENCE Guides Our Prayers
BROTHER LAWRENCE is described as having “A HEART THAT HAD LEARNED THE MOST ESSENTIAL
INGREDIENT OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: HOW TO REMAIN IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD DAILY.” In one
conversation, he had stated quite simply:

ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS TO RECOGNIZE GOD AS BEING INTIMATELY PRESENT
WITHIN US. THEN WE MAY SPEAK DIRECTLY TO HIM EVERY TIME WE NEED
TO ASK FOR HELP, TO KNOW HIS WILL IN MOMENTS OF UNCERTAINTY,
AND TO DO WHATEVER HE WANTS US TO DO IN A WAY THAT PLEASES HIM.
2. GOD’S PRESENCE Fills Us with Joy
After he had walked with God for over forty years, it was said that he “HAD BECOME SO ACCUSTOMED

TO GOD’S DIVINE PRESENCE THAT HE RELIES ON IT FOR HELP ON ALL SORTS OF OCCASIONS. HIS
SOUL HAS BEEN FILLED WITH A CONSTANT INNER JOY THAT IS SOMETIMES SO OVERWHELMING.”
A friend of his stated:

…by dwelling in the PRESENCE OF GOD he has established such a sweet communion
with the Lord that His spirit abides, without much effort, in the restful peace of God. In
this rest, he is filled with a faith that equips him to handle ANYTHING that comes to him.
3. GOD’S PRESENCE Leads Us to Repentance
I have learned much over the years about confessing and
repenting of my sin when I lose my sense of

GOD’S

REPENTANCE means to change your mind; to
turn around; to stop doing one thing and
start doing the opposite.

PRESENCE. It was said of BROTHER LAWRENCE that when he
sinned, he confessed it to God with these words: “I CAN DO
NOTHING BETTER WITHOUT YOU. PLEASE KEEP ME FROM FALLING AND CORRECT THE MISTAKES I
MAKE.” After that he did not feel guilty about the sin.
BROTHER LAWRENCE grasped the intent of 1 JOHN 1:9 so well:
IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS, HE IS FAITHFUL AND
JUST AND WILL FORGIVE US OUR SINS AND
PURIFY US FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, SIN IS LAWLESSNESS. But you know that he appeared so that he might take away
our sins. And IN HIM IS NO SIN. NO ONE WHO LIVES IN HIM KEEPS ON SINNING. NO ONE WHO CONTINUES TO
SIN HAS EITHER SEEN HIM OR KNOWN HIM. Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is
right is righteous, just as Jesus is righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from
the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. No one who is born of God will continue to
sin, because God’s seed remains in them; THEY CANNOT GO ON SINNING, because they have been born of God. This is how
we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: ANYONE WHO DOES NOT DO WHAT IS RIGHT
IS NOT GOD’S CHILD, NOR IS ANYONE WHO DOES NOT LOVE THEIR BROTHER AND SISTER. 1 John 3: 4-10

6|Page

4. GOD’S PRESENCE Makes Even Seemingly Mundane Work Special
BROTHER LAWRENCE found God EVERYWHERE, as much while he was repairing shoes as while he was
praying with the community. He was in no hurry to go on retreats because he found the same God to
love and adore in his ordinary work as in the depth of the desert.

I LOVE THIS!!!
EVERY DAY AT WORK WAS A MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCE FOR HIM.
5. GOD’S PRESENCE Focuses Your Work on Pleasing Him
BROTHER LAWRENCE had a firm grasp on the basic biblical principles of how we should view work as a
Christ-follower. He was ahead of his time.
His sense of GOD’S PRESENCE POSITIVELY affected his work. His attitude was: “NEVER TIRE OF DOING

EVEN THE SMALLEST THINGS FOR HIM BECAUSE HE ISN’T IMPRESSED SO MUCH WITH THE
DIMENSIONS OF OUR WORK AS WITH THE LOVE IN WHICH IT IS DONE.” He lived out what he believed
in the jobs he was given.

6. GOD’S PRESENCE Gives You Gratitude in Your Work
BROTHER LAWRENCE was assigned to work in the kitchen. Although he did not like it at first, “HE
DEVELOPED QUITE A FACILITY FOR DOING IT OVER THE FIFTEEN YEARS HE WAS THERE. HE
ATTRIBUTED THIS TO HIS DOING EVERYTHING FOR THE LOVE OF GOD, ASKING AS OFTEN AS
POSSIBLE FOR GRACE TO DO HIS WORK.”
His friend wrote, “ALTHOUGH HE WAS ASSIGNED THE HUMBLEST DUTIES THERE, HE NEVER
COMPLAINED. THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST SUSTAINED HIM IN EVERYTHING THAT WAS UNPLEASANT
OR TIRESOME.”
BROTHER LAWRENCE lived out Paul’s command in COLOSSIANS 3:23-24
WHATEVER YOU DO, WORK AT IT WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AS WORKING
FOR THE LORD, NOT FOR MEN… IT IS THE LORD CHRIST YOU ARE SERVING.
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You can learn and do your best to live out EVERY one of the principles for Godly living laid
out for us throughout the bible, BUT UNLESS YOU ARE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, UNLESS YOU
CHOOSE TO MAKE THE PRESENCE OF GOD YOUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY, you will never
experience all that God has for you – that LIFE TO THE FULL that He has promised you (JOHN 10:10)
Let’s look at what the bible says about the PRESENCE OF GOD
incredible the PRESENCE OF GOD is. But there are SO many, MANY more…
PSALM 139:7

PSALM 16:11

2 CORINTHIANS 3:17

PSALM 97:5
NAHUM 1:5

PSALM 114:7

EXODUS 33:14-15

LUKE 1:19

HABAKKUK 2:20

2 CHRONICLES 5:13-14

PSALM 51:11

JAMES 4:10

ACTS 3:19-20

ISAIAH 59:1-2

(WHAT SEPARATES

US FROM THE PRESENCE OF GOD?)

MALACHI 3:16
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– these verses will give a taste of just how

When the Israelites left Egypt, the

PRESENCE OF GOD went with them –
a CLOUD by day and a Pillar of FIRE by
night. Whenever they stopped and
set up their camp, they set up the
TABERNACLE – a tent to meet with
God - and then the entire nation
would set up camp AROUND it. The
ARK OF THE COVENANT was kept in
this tent.

The ISRAELITES UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE AND POWER OF
THE PRESENCE OF GOD, and kept it in the CENTRE of their lives.

In Exodus 33:15 Moses said:
‘IF YOUR PRESENCE DOES NOT GO WITH US, DO NOT SEND US UP FROM HERE.’
When we GATHER TOGETHER, what is at the CENTRE?
Do we meet around a TEACHING or a SONG or a STORY?
Or do we meet around the PRESENCE OF GOD?

In Exodus 33: 7-11, it says this:
Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it OUTSIDE THE CAMP SOME
DISTANCE AWAY, calling it the ‘tent of meeting’. Anyone enquiring of
the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. And
whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at
the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the
tent. As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down
and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses. Whenever
the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent,
THEY ALL STOOD AND WORSHIPPED, each at the entrance to their
tent. The LORD would speak to Moses FACE TO FACE,
FACE as one speaks to a
friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young assistant
Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.

How much time do YOU spend in the SECRET PLACE in the PRESENCE OF GOD?
Notice how the people responded to the PRESENCE OF GOD.
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So, WHAT IS THE PRESENCE OF GOD?
Well, in truth, I am not sure I have a complete definition for you. I am still learning, just like you. But so

PRESENCE OF GOD is GOD BEING PRESENT WITH US. This is
more than the ‘GOD IS EVERYWHERE, ALL THE TIME’ kind of being there. It comes with POWER, it is
REAL, it is FULL OF LOVE, and it is COMPLETELY CHANGES EVERYTHING. It takes what was broken and
BRINGS HEALING. It takes those who are lost and GUIDES them to their rightful place in the Father. It
SATISFIES the weary, brings LIGHT to the darkness, and pours out the REFRESHING rain of God’s love
far, I have learned that the

on the driest, deepest parts of the soul.
We read about the PRESENCE OF GOD all through the
bible, from GOD WALKING IN THE COOL OF THE EVENING
WITH ADAM,
ADAM to THE BURNING BUSH,
BUSH to THE PLAGUES,
PLAGUES to
THE SHUTTING OF LIONS’ MOUTHS,
MOUTHS to WALKING AROUND
IN A FIERY FURNACE,
FURNACE to RESURRECTING LAZARUS AND
JESUS,
JESUS to PENTECOST and SO SO much more! I couldn’t
list them all!
But

EVERY TIME we see GOD’S PRESENCE, we see

LIVES CHANGED and GOD GLORIFIED.
I’ve learned that we can meet together around GOD’S PRESENCE, like the Israelites did.
I’ve learned that I can go to my secret ‘tent of meeting’ and be in the PRESENCE OF GOD alone.
I pray that God will help me to become more and more aware of HIS PRESENCE. I want to notice when
He is NOT present. I don’t want sin to block me from being with Him. I want to live in HIS PRESENCE, like
David said:

WRITE YOUR OWN PRAYER:
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The Israelites has the ARK

OF THE COVENANT which
PRESENCE OF GOD. I love

reminded them of the
reading about the Ark of the Covenant! When it was
with people who loved and honoured God, it brought great blessing to them, but when it was
not with God’s people, it was a fearful thing that brought sickness, disease and destruction to
them!
We can take a deeper look into that next week, but this week, I
thought it would be good for you to make your own little ARK

OF THE COVENANT to remind you of the importance and
enormous value of the PRESENCE OF GOD.
Instructions
1. Colour and cut out all of the pieces.
2. Assemble the bottom, large box by folding

on the solid lines

and adding glue to the tabs.

3.

Once the large box is assembled, glue the long pieces to
each side of the box.

4.
5.
6.

Next assemble the rectangular piece.
Glue on the rectangular piece to the top of the large box.
Finally glue on both angels.
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BOTTOM, LARGE BOX
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RECTANGULAR PIECE

.

ANGELS

LONG PIECES
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LONG PIECES

