Did God show you any Idols in your life? How did He lovingly point them out to
you? Have you given Him permission to remove them? Can you put your trust
back in God?

We are in a series we’re calling …

So far, we have said that for God to be

We need to have

God is who He says He is, and because we believe that to be true, we
on Jesus. And, then last week we said that for God to be
need Him to help us

any

that
our
we

in our lives and through

(spending alone-time with Him) He will help us to give up those
, put our

back in Him, and

in every area of our lives. So, this week…
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Him to be number ONE

Last week we looked at a list of things that showed us that something had become a CHOSEN
IDOL. But sometimes there are things in our lives that we didn’t choose but they control us in
the same way - UNWANTED DESTRUCTIVE IDOLS. Sometimes they are there from our very
beginning and sometimes they arrived because of something that happened to us or
something we did. How do we know if something has become an UNWANTED DESTRUCTIVE
IDOL in our lives?
CHOSEN IDOL
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

UNWANTED DESTRUCTIVE IDOL

You would do anything to have or do ‘IT’
You get your meaning or identity from ‘IT’
‘IT’ makes you feel safe and secure
‘IT’ brings you the MOST joy!
You give EXTRA TIME to achieve ‘IT’
You get VERY worried if ‘IT’ is threatened
You get VERY angry if ‘IT’ is blocked
You feel DEEP sadness if ‘IT’ is lost
You talk about ‘IT’ all the time
Your behaviour reflects ‘IT’
‘IT’ controls your life and your money
Your give ‘IT’ the highest respect and value

This week, as I sat with Jesus, and gave Him

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

You cannot get away from ‘IT’
‘IT’ defines you.
‘IT’ keeps you locked up.
‘IT’ robs you of all joy!
‘IT’ limits your achievements.
‘IT’ causes great anxiety and worry
You get angry if pushed to go beyond ‘IT’
‘IT’ robs you, causing deep sadness
‘IT’ becomes your excuse
‘IT’ dictates your behaviour
‘IT’ controls your life and your money
‘IT’ demands the highest respect and value

place, Holy Spirit began to show me that I had

an UNWANTED DESTRUCTIVE IDOL in my life. I would never have thought of this thing as an
– I would probably have said it was “just who I am” - but as I thought about it a bit more deeply, I realised
that it really was an UNWANTED DESTRUCTIVE IDOL!
It is NOT something I CHOOSE to bow down to, in fact, I HATE it! It hurts me and keeps me locked up. It
keeps me feeling useless and worthless. I can never get away from it and it wants to define me as NOT
GOOD ENOUGH in every area of my life!
BUT GOD, in His loving and kind way,
on a journey to
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this

it. I am not free yet, but I know that:

to me and has begun taking me

This got me thinking about how good God is. I love how, as soon as we say ‘

, He begins

to gently, and carefully, and lovingly taking us along the path to wholeness. When we put Him
we give Him permission to do ALL these things for us:

God shows us our sin, idols,
lack of faith and unbelief.

God takes back everything
that the enemy has stolen.
Jesus has paid the FULL
price for our lives.

Sometimes the process of
removing the problem
leaves us with just a pile of
rubble!

God leads us to the still,
living water and we get to
drink and be refreshed.

God breathes on the dead
things and gives them new
life!

God does not leave us
broken. He rebuilds our live
to better than before!

God gives back positions
and jobs that are lost or
stolen along the way!

What does this all mean?
It means that when we put

He gets to hit
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God begins the process of
rooting out the things that
He didn’t intend to be in us.

God returns things that
have been broken or lost to
being better than their
original condition, place, or
position!

God may not take us the
route we were going or
think we should go; He will
take along the paths that
lead to Him!

What does it mean to
The dictionary defines

as:

 to ADJUST or SET something, so that it is ready to WORK AGAIN or READY
TO PERFORM A PARTICULAR FUNCTION.
 to put something back into its CORRECT POSITION.
Have you

(or your parents)

ever had a phone or computer that is not working properly?

When this happens, we often have to

the thing -

we have to

RESTORE THE FACTORY SETTINGS – in other words, we return the
device to the settings that it was designed to have, before it got filled up
with all sorts of other stuff – both good and bad. The reason we do
this is that we hope that by returning it to its original settings the
device will work properly and continue to be useful!
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1 JOHN 4:19 says that

and when Jesus gave us His new commandments, in MATTHEW
He said we are to
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22:37

When God hits our
place. In

button, we come back to the reason why we are here in the

1 John 4:10

it says:

.

We need to ask God to, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to UNLOCK OUR HEARTS to the reality
of His

–
–

(Ephesians 3:18)
that while I was His enemy He died for me. (Romans 5:8)
how wide, how long, how high, and how deep His love is

We need Holy Spirit to help us understand how much God loves us, that He loved
He brought us into his family. We need God to make

the GREATEST

, and

REALITY in our

lives.

He knows us SO well; He made us (Psalm 139)!

looks like us being WHOLE-

HEARTEDLY CERTAIN of how much He loves us. He draws us close
to his heart. He WANTS to be with us. He has made a way for us to
be near Him.

is falling in

with Jesus all over

again. Fix your eyes on Him, and let him shower you with his
When we lose our way, and become bogged down with life, all we need to do is hold out our
heart to Jesus, and let him

it. He bought your heart when he paid the price for you

on the cross. So whatever state your heart is in – BE IT BROKEN, HURT, HARD, GUILTY, LONELY, DISAPPOINTED,
ANGRY, FEARFUL – He knows what to do with it to

6|Page

it back to its correct position –

.

Thanks you Jesus, for loving me so much
that you took my sin, bought my heart and
gave me access to your heart. Jesus, you can
have my heart. Please hit my

There are so many stories of God’s people being

– Moses, David, Joseph, Jonah, Paul

etc. - I have picked the story of Peter on the beach with the Risen Jesus.

(I suggest you read the full story – John 21: 1 – 25 - I’ve just zoomed in on a few verses.)

After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, DO
YOU LOVE ME MORE THAN THESE?”
“YES, LORD,” Peter replied, “YOU KNOW I LOVE YOU.”
“THEN FEED MY LAMBS,” Jesus told him.
Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, DO YOU LOVE
ME?”
“YES, LORD,” Peter said, “YOU KNOW I LOVE YOU.”
“THEN TAKE CARE OF MY SHEEP,” Jesus said.
A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, DO YOU LOVE
ME?”
Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He
said, “LORD, YOU KNOW EVERYTHING. YOU KNOW THAT I LOVE
YOU.”
Jesus said, “THEN FEED MY SHEEP. “I tell you the truth, when you
were young, you were able to do as you liked; you dressed
yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are
old, you will stretch out your hands, and others will dress you and
take you where you don’t want to go.” Jesus said this to let him
know by what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told
him, “FOLLOW ME.”
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Do you notice how gentle Jesus was? He didn’t tell Peter off for getting
things wrong. He didn’t tell Peter that he had blown his chances of ever
being used again, and that their friendship was over! Peter didn’t have to
earn his second chance, he just had to give Jesus
allow Him to hit

place again, and

. Peter didn’t want to follow anyone else, but

fear had caused him to run! I’m so thankful that Jesus gives us second
(…and third…and forth…and fifth…) chances!
Do you have anything in your life that has caused you to put SOMETHING OTHER THAN JESUS
in

place?

Are you (like me) in need of a

If so, just sit with Jesus.
Imagine & complete this conversation between you and Jesus:

JESUS: “(your name) ________________, DO YOU LOVE ME MORE THAN…

_______________________________?”
YOU: “

LORD, YOU KNOW I

LOVE YOU MORE THAN…
_______________________________.”
JESUS: “THEN __________________________”
Jesus asked this same question to Peter three times.
How would your answer change if Jesus asks you this three time?
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Then He said to Peter, and He would say the same to you and me:

How do you respond to that?

ON THE NEXT PAGE IS THE LETTER
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FOR YOU TO CREATE YOUR OWN REFLECTIONS ON WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED IN THIS PACK.
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