HOW DID YOUR HEARTCHECKING GO?

ONE THING I LEARNED
ABOUT GOD THIS WEEK:

Were you motivated by God’s
command to love first, bringing
glory to Him, and not by laws and
standards set by man, created to
make YOU look good?

A BIBLE VERSE I READ THIS WEEK WAS:

I LIKED IT BECAUSE:
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I’m guessing you said answered this way:

Some for you
to look up:

Colossians 1 : 10
John 15 : 16
Jeremiah 17 : 7-8
Ephesians 5 : 8b-11
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(This story can also be found in MATTHEW 7: 16 –20)

PRAY: Holy Spirit, please help me understand what I am reading in the bible. Open the eyes
of my heart and mind to see your truth. Please give me wisdom and insight so that I can grow
in my knowledge of you. Your word gives light and understanding in life, so please show me
new things as I read. Help me learn and understand what I am reading so that I can do what
you say and follow you with all my heart. Jesus, I want to know you more so that I can love
you better. Amen.
43

“A GOOD TREE can’t produce BAD FRUIT,

and a BAD TREE can’t produce GOOD FRUIT.
44

A TREE IS IDENTIFIED BY ITS FRUIT.

FIGS are never gathered from THORN
BUSHES,

and GRAPES are not picked from BRAMBLE
BUSHES.

45

A GOOD PERSON produces GOOD THINGS from the treasury of

a GOOD HEART,

and an EVIL PERSON produces EVIL THINGS
from the treasury of an EVIL HEART.
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Jesus’ point is clear: you will know BY THEIR FRUIT whether they are genuine
Jesus-Followers or just pretending to be one. A TRUE JESUS-FOLLOWER will
not bear bad fruit but instead they will BEAR GOOD FRUIT. A tree is
recognized in nature by the fruit it produces. You can stick a label on a thorn
bush and call it a healthy fruit tree but the thorns give it away!
John said that “No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s
seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been
born of God” and “Anyone who does not do what is right is not God’s child,
nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister” (1John 3:9-10).
John chapter 15 tells us the only way that we can possibly bear fruit. Jesus
said “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me” (John
15:4) “for apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5b). If a tree isn’t
bearing fruit then Jesus says it’s taken away and set aside for the burn pile
for “Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit” (John
15:2). If there is no fruit, then the branch will be taken and “thrown away …
thrown into the fire, and burned” (John 15:6).

Write your
thoughts
in the fruit
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MATCH THE FRUIT TO THE TREE IT CAME FROM:

How did you know which fruit came from which tree?

Use Galatians 5:22‐23 and
Ephesians 5: 18‐21 to help you

Use Galatians 5: 19‐21 to help you

What is GOOD FRUIT and BAD FRUIT?

Loving heart
Kind words
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Telling lies
Being angry

DO YOU BEAR FRUIT?
WHAT FRUIT DO YOU BEAR?
There can be NO
FRUITLESSNESS in the
invisible heart-tree. If you
have NO FRUIT, you are as
good as having BAD FRUIT
- both FRUITLESS and
BAD FRUIT trees are only
good for firewood!
45

A GOOD PERSON produces GOOD THINGS from the treasury of a GOOD HEART,

and an EVIL PERSON produces EVIL THINGS from the treasury of an EVIL HEART.

Our words reveal our heart. Our words say more about us than we think!
Listen to what you say. What is in your heart?
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HEALTHY TREES HAVE HEALTHY ROOTS –
DEEP ROOTS and STRONG ROOTS.
The roots feed the tree, and then the tree will
produce good fruit.
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Add fruit to your tree
(Galatians 5:22-23)

Proverbs 4:23

Colossians 2:7
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FILL YOUR HEART WITH TREASURE,
NOT GARBAGE!
Set aside time every day to FILL your
heart with God’s treasures.
Here are 7 verses for you to start with. You can read
one each day and ask God to fill your heart.
Write them out, and try learn them.

Psalm 51:10
Romans 5:5
Galatians 5:22-23
Proverbs 21:2
Psalm 73:26
Proverbs 4:23
2 Corinthians 4:6

PROVERBS 21:2
People may be right in their own eyes,

but the LORD examines their
heart.

SOLUTION TO JEREMIAH 17:7-8
‘But blessed is the one who trusts in
the LORD, whose confidence is in
him.
They will be like a tree planted by
the water that sends out its roots
by the stream. It does not fear when
heat comes; its leaves are always
green.
It has no worries in a year of drought
and never fails to bear fruit.’
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