We are halfway through the last term of this academic
year! I can’t believe how fast those last 5 weeks went!
By now, most of you will know whether you will be
returning to school at all this year, or whether your next
actual day at school will be in the next year up and
possibly even in a new school.
With all this uncertainty and all these changes, whether you love or hate them, I want to remind you of these

:
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Last week we looked at how God sees us and thought about what He calls us. This week I
wanted to look more closely at how we can HEAR what it is God is saying to us. The question is:

I have enlisted the help of Iain Dunbar (one of our church members…). Iain has put together a
wonderful study all about hearing God’s voice, so I am going to use that to help you identify
different ways that God has spoken to his people in the past. God doesn’t change, and so it’s
very possible, and in fact very likely, that He still speaks in these ways to his people now. I hope
that by the end of this pack, you will be more aware how God speaks and can begin to listen
more closely.
Complete this sentence:

___________________________________________________________________________
Genesis 1:27

NOT A
WORD!

AN AVERAGE TALKER

NEVER STOP
TALKING!!
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Therefore, if we are made in God’s image, and we are designed to SPEAK, surely GOD SPEAKS
TOO!

GOD WANTS TO SPEAK TO YOU!
God has a habit of speaking. It is not possible to read the Bible without
concluding that God is a persistent communicator.

The Bible begins with God

speaking the world into existence
Having created it, and man within it, the story
continues with Him

walking in the garden &

talking with Adam.
The Bible ends

with God giving a detailed

Revelation to the Apostle John, where He

tells

him all

about the end of all things.

The first chapters of the Revelation have

writing a personal letter

Jesus

to each of the 7 Churches.

God speaking to us, HIS CREATION, is both NEVER-ENDING and LIMITLESS.
At all points between the beginning and the end He talks with
individuals – with KINGS, with NOBLES, with the PROPHETS, with
ORDINARY WORKING MEN and WOMEN, with the FAITHFUL and the
DISOBEDIENT, with CHILDREN, with SLAVES, with the SICK, with the
POOR.
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In John 10 :3-5 Jesus says:

TH_ G_T_K_ _P_R _P_NS TH_
G_T_ F_R H_M, _ND TH_ SH_ _P

Fill in
the
missing
vowels

R_C_GN_Z_ H_S V_ _C_ _ND C_M_
T_ H_M. H_ C_LLS H_S _WN
SH_ _P BY N_M_ _ND L_ _DS TH_M
_ _T.
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AFTERHEHASGATHEREDHISOWNFLOCK,HE

Oops!
The
spaces
have
gone!

WALKSAHEADOFTHEM,ANDTHEYFOLLOWHIM
BECAUSETHEYKNOWHISVOICE.
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TEHY WNO’T FLOOLW A SEGNARTR; TEHY

WLIL RUN FORM HIM BSUACEE TEHY DNO’T
KONW HIS VCIOE.”

The first and last letters are right, the
middles are scrambled!

And then in John 10:27-28 we read:

27

_y _heep _isten _o _y _oice; I _now
_hem, _nd _hey _ollow _e. 28 I _ive _hem
_ternal _ife, _nd _hey _ill _ever _erish.
_o _ne _an _natch _hem _way _rom _e.
The first letters have disappeared!
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Here are some more verses, for you to look up, about God speaking and about the words He speaks:

ROMANS 10:17
_ _ _ _ _ COMES FROM _ _ _ _ _ _ _.
AND _ _ _ _ _ _ _ FROM THE _ _ _ _
OF _ _ _.
Isaiah 55: 10-11

HEBREWS 3:7

says: ‘Today, if you hear his _ _ _ _ _ , do not harden your

hearts…’

HEBREWS 4:12 says: ‘The word of God
is ___________ and ___________, sharper
than any ____-_______ ___________,
cutting between soul and spirit, between
joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost
___________ and ___________.
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IT’S A TWO-WAY THING
We have said MANY times, that the whole point of everything Jesus did and of being a Jesus follower is
so that we can be in a RELATIONSHIP with God.
Think about your RELATIONSHIP with your best friend, your parents and your grandparents.
TRUE or FALSE:



only one of us ever speaks – the other is ALWAYS silent



we ALWAYS communicate in the SAME way (using the same method)



we only speak to each other when we want something



only one of us asks questions

These are obviously all false! What kind of relationship would that be? It would not be a fun, loving,
caring one for sure! Our RELATIONSHIP with God is no different.
He SPEAKS. We SPEAK.
Sometimes He speaks first. Sometimes we speak first. Sometimes it’s serious. Sometimes it just fun!
Sometimes we ask questions. Sometimes He asks question.

God is always speaking with us. His Holy Spirit helps us understand what God is saying or teaching us,
and then he helps us to respond.
If we want our lives to LOOK LIKE Jesus, we have to learn to hear God.
We need to learn to
Hear what God is saying (we’ll look at more how in the next few pages)

With the help of the Holy Spirit, we work out what it means

We act on or respond to what God has said
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Pages 10 to 14 will give a bit more detail on some of the ways God spoke to people
throughout the bible.






ITS NOT A COMPLETE LIST
GOD IS NOT LIMITED TO JUST SPEAKING IN THESE WAYS!
HE IS BIG AND LIMITLESS AND CREATIVE!
HE CAN SPEAK WHENEVER AND HOWEVER HE CHOOSES!

Here’s a summary version of what’s to follow, but I HIGHLY recommend you work through everything
over the next week - perhaps take time over it, looking at a few things at a time and asking God to help
you understand. (Also, ask your parents to ‘help’ you because it applies to them too!!)
HOW God spoke:

A strange
occurrence
that shakes
you out of
the normal
routine
AN AUDIBLE
VOICE

Example of WHO
MOSES [Exodus 3]

What about us?
Your response/notes?
! –
God may do something
to catch your
something
attention. God watches closely to
see if you will ‘take the bait’. He
is not far away and distracted, He
is attentive, interested and
committed to speaking to you.

SAMUEL [1Samuel 3] Sometimes God

GOD
CALLED
3 TIMES
IN THE
NIGHT

SPEAKS OUT LOUD

- like when Jesus was baptised
and then again on the mountain,
and also to Paul –

KEEP LISTENING!

In need of
instructions
on how to
fight a
battle:

JOSHUA [Joshua 5]

Different
instructions
for 2 almost
identical
situations

Sometimes God sends ‘THE
COMMANDER OF THE
ARMY OF THE LORD’
unannounced, to give a unique
strategy for overcoming a
problem. (God has NEVER lost
a battle – I think His strategy is
BEST!)

DAVID [2 Samuel 5]

When you face a battle of any kind,
‘ENQUIRED OF THE LORD’ (asked
God what you should do) Although
different battles appear to be the
same, AND the result of following
God’s instruction for a previous
battle was victory, DO NOT fall into
the trap of using the same method
for the next battle. God’s instruction
for the each battle may be

RADICALLY DIFFERENT!
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HOW God spoke:

A friend
bringing
timely
advice
Sometimes we
RECEIVE the word
this way, and
sometimes we are
asked to GIVE the
word to someone
else.
Listen for both!

Images and
word
association

Reading the
word of
God

A visit from
an Angel

Dreams

Example of WHO
What about us?
Your response/notes?
NATHAN TO DAVID Sometimes God may send His
message to us in the form of a
[2 Samuel 12]
God speaks parable (a story with a hidden
meaning). God knows our hearts.
with
Sometimes for us to admit our
sin, we need someone to ‘HEAR
GOD’ for us and then to have the

through
storytellers

COURAGE

to speak the word
God gives because our own
actions have blocked our ears!

JEREMIAH [Jer 1]

The Spirit of God ATTRACTS our
ATTENTION, at a PARTICULAR
TIME AND PLACE, to ‘SEE’
something in a way it wouldn’t
normally be seen. God gives that
‘SOMETHING’ a special meaning
in
that
moment
and
communicates His message
through it.
EZRA AND THE GOD’S WORD affects those who
RETURNED EXILES LISTEN – we learn truth through
[Nehemiah 8]
HEARING it.
Whenever God
speaks through the bible, we
should listen, ask the Holy Spirit
to help us understand, and then
put into action what we have
learned.
We read in various places of
MARY [Luke 1]
angels bringing messages to
people. God sent ANGELS to
meet with very ORDINARY
people, both young and old,
living in very ORDINARY places,
just getting on with their
ORDINARY lives and THE WORD
changes their life forever.
God comes to His people in
JOSEPH
dreams to give WARNINGS AND
[Matthew 1&2]
STORIES INSTRUCTIONS. Often, these
dreams are STRANGE
IN
stories, and they need God to
explain what they mean. (like in
YOUR
the story of Old Testament Joseph)

SLEEP
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HOW God spoke:

Example of WHO

An unexpected The Wise Men
[Matthew 2]
observation &
a compulsion
to investigate
it further

A vision,
whilst
praying

PETER [Acts 10]

What about us?
Your response/notes?
There are times when we know
God has spoken and He has given
us just enough information to
test whether we are willing to
take Him at His word. If we are
willing to go as far as we are able,
He will then provide the next
clue.
God can use visions to
communicate with us about
things that are important to His
heart and His kingdom. He often
backs those visions up with
physical demonstrations of His
plans.

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME ONE OF THOSE HAPPENED TO YOU?

when was the last time we had an
experience similar to one of these described?

We should ask ourselves –

ordinary men and women and children and
accomplished extraordinary
God took

things with them and through them.
His ways of ATTRACTING OUR ATTENTION TODAY are not going to be too dissimilar!
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A DEEPER LOOK: Take note of HOW and WHY God spoke.

HAS GOD EVER SPOKEN TO YOU IN ANY OF THESE WAYS?
A STRANGE OCCURRENCE THAT SHAKES YOU OUT OF THE NORMAL ROUTINE:
MOSES [Exodus 3] – Moses had been working for his father-inlaw for the last 40years. One day as he was carrying out his
NORMAL daily chores, an UNUSUAL SIGHT grabbed his attention!
It turned out to be the ANGEL OF THE LORD
out of a

speaking to him

.

Moses was not looking for a diversion or a new job and so God
needed to do something

! – something

for

Moses to take notice.

Here’s what Exodus 3:4 says – ‘When the Lord SAW Moses coming to take a closer look, God called
to him from the middle of the bush, “Moses! Moses!”’
God was watching closely to see if Moses would ‘take the bait’. God is not FAR AWAY and DISTRACTED,

HE IS ATTENTIVE, INTERESTED AND COMMITTED TO SPEAKING TO US.
AN AUDIBLE VOICE:
(Audible means heard out loud)
SAMUEL [1Samuel 3] – Samuel was just A CHILD – maybe 5 or 6 years
old – but had been dedicated to God by his mother, in fulfilment of her
promise. One night, Samuel heard someone calling him. We know it
was God, but God had to

CALL 3 times because this was a totally

new experience for Samuel and God knew that Samuel would not
recognise His voice the first time. He then

SPOKE to Samuel in

words the child could understand and entrusted to him His messages.

SOMETIMES GOD SPEAKS OUT LOUD
- like when Jesus was baptised and on the mountain -

KEEP LISTENING!
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IN NEED OF INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO FIGHT A BATTLE:
JOSHUA [Joshua 5] – He had taken over from Moses and had led the
people of Israel across the Jordan, to begin to occupy the Promised
Land. God had already SPOKEN to him clearly on several occasions.
Now Joshua finds himself near to Jericho, in need of a plan, and ‘THE
COMMANDER OF THE ARMY OF THE LORD’
comes to him unannounced. (see Joshua 5: 13-15) There is some
similarity with what happened to Moses at the burning bush – A
HEAVENLY VISITOR and a piece of holy ground where you have to
remove your shoes. Joshua is then given a unique strategy for
overcoming Jericho.

DIFFERENT INSTRUCTIONS FOR 2 ALMOST IDENTICAL SITUATIONS:
DAVID [2 Samuel 5] – Two battles, between Israel and the Philistines, occurred
within days, or at most weeks of each other, both in the Valley of Rephaim.
David did not receive a heavenly visitor but, on both occasions, we are told that
he ‘ENQUIRED OF THE LORD’. (asked God what he should do)
Although the circumstances of both battles were almost IDENTICAL, and the
result of following God’s instruction the FIRST time was a DECISIVE

VICTORY, DAVID

DID NOT FALL INTO THE TRAP OF USING THE SAME METHOD FOR THE SECOND ENCOUNTER.
God’s instruction for the SECOND battle was RADICALLY

DIFFERENT to the first!

A FRIEND BRINGING TIMELY ADVICE:
NATHAN TO DAVID [2Samuel 12] – David made some VERY bad choices!
So God sent Nathan to David with a message in the form of a parable (a
story with a hidden meaning). God knew David’s heart. David admitted
his sin. David needed someone to ‘HEAR

GOD’ for him and to have the

COURAGE to speak the word God gave because his own actions had
blocked his ears!
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IMAGES AND WORD ASSOCIATION:
JEREMIAH [Jer 1] – It was common for God to give
visions and pictures of everyday things to the
prophets or to show them a common object and
then to tell them what that picture or thing was an
illustration of.
In Jeremiah, God draws his attention to an almond branch, and because the word for ‘almond’ sounds
like the Hebrew word for ‘watching’, God used this word connection to tell Jeremiah that He was
watching, and would certainly carry out all His plans.
The Spirit of God somehow ATTRACTS ATTENTION, at a PARTICULAR TIME AND PLACE, to ‘SEE’
something in a way it wouldn’t normally be seen. God gives that ‘something’ a significance in the
moment and communicates a message through it.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD:
EZRA AND THE RETURNED EXILES [Nehemiah 8] – GOD’S
WORD affects those who LISTEN – we learn the truth
through HEARING. Whenever God speaks through the
bible, we should listen, ask the Holy Spirit to help us
understand, and then put into action what we’ve learned.

A VISIT FROM AN ANGEL:
MARY [Luke 1] – We read in various places of angels bringing
messages to people but few responded as humbly and
graciously as Mary. God sent ANGELS to meet with very ordinary
people, both young and old, living in very ordinary places, just
getting on with their ordinary lives and THE WORD changes their
life forever. (eg: God sent Gabriel to Zechariah and then to
Mary)

WOULD YOU LIKE AN ANGEL TO
VISIT YOU?
HOW WOULD YOU RESPOND?
WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?
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DREAMS:
JOSEPH [Matthew 1&2] – On 4 separate occasions we are told
that God came to Joseph in a dream to give him WARNINGS AND
INSTRUCTIONS. Joseph was not the only person to experience
this means of communication. There are many occasions in the
Bible where God uses dreams to deliver His message – very often,
these dreams are strange stories, and they need God to explain
what they mean. (like in the story of Old
Testament Joseph)

DOES GOD SPEAK TO YOU IN YOUR SLEEP?

AN UNEXPECTED OBSERVATION & A COMPULSION TO INVESTIGATE IT
FURTHER:
The Wise Men [Matthew 2] – These clever men OBSERVED SOMETHING
STRANGE AND SIGNIFICANT in the course of their studies and,
interestingly, interpreted it correctly.
I would love to know how they did that and what the process involved
– maybe one day I’ll have the chance to ask them – but it appears that
God so arranged the clues that those ‘WHO HAD THE EYES TO SEE’
would recognise them.
They were so excited by what they had found that they just HAD to
follow up to prove it! When we hear a call from God, we should respond
the same way these guys did! They were so well prepared, they were
completely committed to finding their answer and were extremely
generous with their time, energy, intellect and offering.
It is also important to notice that the Bible does not say that these Wise Men followed the star all the
way to Jerusalem. They saw it ‘WHEN IT ROSE’ and they knew that what they had seen concerned ‘HE
WHO HAS BEEN BORN KING OF THE JEWS’. So, travelling ‘blind’, they went all the way to where that King
was MOST LIKELY to be and to the person (Herod) who was MOST LIKELY to know his whereabouts.
These guys used their brains! They combined all sorts of known facts to follow their call.
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Then they asked, ‘Where is he?’ They didn’t know about Bethlehem
because they didn’t have access to the words of the Jewish prophets
until, that is, Herod summoned a conference and told them the
answer. AT THAT POINT, the star appeared again and guided them.

There are times when we know God has
spoken and He has given us just enough
information to test whether we are
willing to take Him at His word. If we are
willing to go as far
as we are able, He
will then provide
the next clue.

A VISION, WHILST PRAYING:
PETER [Acts 10] – Without this vision, of a sheet containing a variety
of animals and birds, both ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’, received on the roof
of a house in Joppa whilst waiting for lunch to be prepared, PETER
WOULD NOT HAVE UNDERSTOOD GOD’S COMMITMENT TO GIVING
THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THE GENTILES. This was a BIG issue for Jews,
but it was an issue that God had to make a DEFINITE and CLEAR
statement about. Then God backed it up with a clear demonstration
at the house of Cornelius, a Roman centurion – Acts 10: 44-46 says

Even as Peter was saying these things, the
Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to
the message. 45 The Jewish believers who came
with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles,
too. 46 For they heard them speaking in other tongues and praising God.’
:‘
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So I’ll you ask again:
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME ONE OF THOSE HAPPENED TO YOU?

when was the last time we had an
experience similar to one of these described?

We should ask ourselves –

ordinary men and women and children and
accomplished extraordinary
God took

things with them and through them.
His ways of ATTRACTING OUR ATTENTION TODAY are not going to be too dissimilar!

Iain concluded by writing: “I have experienced several of these, although there have not been any angelic
visits, as far as I know, and I cannot swear to having heard an audible voice (having said that, the
instruction was so clear on a couple of occasions, it was like there had been a voice). However, I regularly
experience some of the less dramatic e.g. a picture whilst praying, an unexpected observation, a sense
that something needs to happen, a dream, a message while reading God’s word, or a timely intervention
from a friend.”

HOW IS GOD SPEAKING TO YOU?
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I know this pack is DEEP and CHALLENGING. But God is chasing
after you, and wants a deep REAL relationship with you. He longs
for TWO-WAY communication, and you are NEVER too young for
that! (Just look at Samuel or Jeremiah … or King Josiah… or David
… or Joseph … or Mary …)
God is waiting. If you are ready, say this:

GOD, I WANT TO HEAR YOUR VOICE.
Speak so I can hear you
– like you did for Samuel
Speak so that I know you better
– like you did for David
Speak so that I can be part of you great plan
– like you did for Joshua
Catch my attention
– like you did for Moses
Open my ears, fix my eyes on you

SPEAK LORD – I AM LISTENING
****
Have a great week of rest.
KEEP YOUR EARS AND EYES OPEN!
I look forward to hearing about your God experiences!
VERSE on page 4: John 10: 3-5 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and
come to him. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 After he has gathered his own flock, he walks
ahead of them, and they follow him because they know his voice. 5 They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from
him because they don’t know his voice.”
John 10: 27-28: 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me,
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