Today is officially

DAY 55 of lockdown! How’s it going to you?

I often think about all the things I’m really loving about this new way of
life, and then I think about the things I miss. There are some new habits I
have established that I will work hard to hold onto when life returns to
‘NORMAL’ again, and there are some things that I NEVER want back!!!

THINK ABOUT YOUR LIFE…
What things do you LOVE
about lockdown?

What things are you
MISSING?

What things do you want
to KEEP DOING when
lockdown ends?

What things do you NOT
WANT TO PUT BACK into
your life?

How did you do with the CHALLENGE FOR THE WEEK?
I read A PSALM (or
part of a Psalm)
EVERYDAY?

The PSALM I
memorised is:

The VERSE I liked most
from our week’s
readings was:

I saw God’s LOVE on
display when…
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Have you heard the song “THE BLESSING” BY Elevation Worship yet?
I’m sure that most of you have (probably more than a few times too!!) I am so amazed by this
song.
Did you know that this song was written by Kari Jobe & her husband, Cody Carnes, together
with Pastor Steven Furtick and Chris Brown from Elevation Church (in Charlotte, North Carolina),
in a single writing session on Thursday, February 27th, 2020 and they sang it in their church on
Sunday, March 1st, 2020!
The song now has over 12 MILLION views on Youtube, and is being sung ALL over the
world, in different languages, and in different ways!
I have found it being:


sung in the UK, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Australia, Canada, Indonesia, Korea, ALL over
the USA, Hawaii, Haiti, Mexico, China;



sung in English, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Russian, Chinese, various African
Languages, Dutch, German, Hebrew, Hindi, Malayalam, Welsh ;



sung by adults, children, choirs, professional worship leaders and bands, orchestras;



sung in homes, on mountains, in fields, on the streets;



sung in words, in sign language, in dance!

JUST TO MENTION A FEW!!!
The writers said this:
“The song originated with Pastor Steven Furtick singing Moses' priestly blessing from NUMBERS 6: 24-26. The
benediction is a generational prayer God gave to Moses, in which the Hebrews ask for His divine favour. The pastor
started humming a melody, singing around "the Lord bless you and keep you, make his face shine upon you." After
10 minutes of this, we decided to develop the idea, and from that point on, it "poured out rather quickly. We weren't
intentionally trying to write a song that centred around a priestly blessing that's found in the Old Testament,.”
"Within two weeks of it’s release, this pandemic was a reality here, and so, to be honest, it's kind of hard for me to
not think about how God just lined that song's timing up for exactly when it needed to be heard. The whole
message of the song is to flood people with encouragement."

I think it’s incredible that at a time when the whole world is suffering together, it is also singing
together! Take a look at this link, (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9EK8dAXl6I) and why not
join your voice with the rest of the world, and pray this blessing on your family, your nation and
the whole world!!!
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This week we are going to take a look a

MIGHTY WARRIOR from the bible:

He was a judge but he was timid, and fearful.

BUT GOD saw more. Do you know who I’m

talking about?

How much do you already know about Gideon?
Match the answers to the questions:
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(I got some help with this next bit from Hope Bolinger)

Who Was Gideon?
There were 15 Judges over Israel and Gideon was one of them. Compared with some of the
other judges, quite a lot is written about Gideon in the Old Testament, covering more than two
chapters (compared with other judges, only getting part of one chapter). Believe it or not,
Gideon is known as THE GREATEST OF ALL THE JUDGES, so it might be surprising when the Bible
describes him as timid! In fact, when we first meet him, he’s hiding from the enemies in a
winepress!
Notice How Gideon was
HIDING and
USING A WINEPRESS TO MAKE
FLOUR!
God didn’t intend things to be that
way

Gideon, from the least of the least in terms of tribes, receives a call from God to take on the
Midianites, a nomadic and huge group of people who stole Israel’s supplies!
Let’s take a closer look at Gideon, what God does to make him an EVEN MORE UNLIKELY
candidate to save Israel, and why it matters for us today.
The story of Gideon is found in JUDGES 6:11- JUDGES 8:32. We can’t look at everything now,
but you can go read it for yourself to get a full picture of Gideon and all God accomplished
through him. Let’s highlight two major portions of Gideon’s story.
1) Gideon Tested God Using Fleece
When Gideon hears he will save the Israelite people from his oppressors, he doesn’t really
believe it. So he tests God. This, right off the bat, seems to contradict the command not to put
the Lord to the test (Deuteronomy 6:16). But Gideon appears to test God a lot!




First, he asks God to PUT DEW ON A FLEECE he lays out, and
NOT ON THE GROUND.
Then, he asks for the opposite, A DRY FLEECE AND WET
GROUND.
Then, ONCE MORE, THE OPPOSITE.

This wasn’t the proper thing to do and came from a lack of faith.
Nevertheless, God will pull out ALL ‘crutches’ from underneath him
and so that Gideon would rely on Him in the next part of the story.
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2) Gideon and the Army of 300
When God asks Gideon to assemble an army to take on the ENORMOUS Midianite army,
Gideon brings 32,000 men to God (Judges 7). Although this army was smaller than the Midianite
army, it was enough for Gideon to be comfortable with leading the charge.
BUT GOD HAD OTHER PLANS. He decides to use a series of tests of His own on Gideon, a bit like
the tests Gideon had for Him in the previous chapter.





First, he makes Gideon send home anyone who is AFRAID. It turns
out 22,000 of the people in the army have their doubts and head
on their way.
Now, with 10,000 left, God makes them DRINK WATER. Apparently
only 300 of the men drank water by putting their hands to their
mouths. The other 9,700 who knelt to drink are SENT HOME.

32,000 – 22,000 – 9,700 = 300
With just 300 men now, Gideon knows he HAS TO rely on
God to provide a miracle.
BUT GOD has an even stranger plan in place. They will not
even have to invade or attack to wipe out the Midianites.
He has them create as much noise as possible by blaring
trumpets and smashing jars.
This confuses the men in the Midianite camp, and they end up killing each other in the chaos!

What Can We Learn from Gideon’s Story?
1) God can work with a LITTLE bit of faith.
GOD CAN WORK THROUGH ANYONE, even timid believers of little
faith.

God’s leaders aren’t always the BOLDEST and the MOST EXTROVERTED.
God often works through believers who come from the LEAST OF THE LEAST, like Gideon.
When we’re HIDING from what scares us most, God comes:




He finds us,
He reminds us of WHO we are and who we belong to,
and then He helps us to tackle it head on.
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2) But God wants us to TRUST Him.
God doesn’t allow us to use metaphorical crutches. Although he
meets Gideon’s fleece tests, when it comes to the actual battle,
he refuses to let Gideon have the cushion of a bulky army.

By reducing them to the bare essentials of

300 men, Gideon and his army knew they would

have to rely on God for a victory.
THE SAME HAPPENS IN OUR LIVES.
So often we have ‘cushions’ that give us comfort.
Maybe, we have talents that we hide because we think
people may laugh at us, or we don’t try new activities
because we fear failing, or perhaps we let other people
step up into ‘our’ roles because we think we can’t do
ourselves. We can only hide in the winepress for so
long before God comes to pull us out of our comfort
zones, so that we can join Him in His AMAZING work.
When God will reduce our “numbers” down to 300,
know that He does it so that we have to rely on Him,
and then He will do what we thought was impossible.

Ephesians 3:20 says: …TIME FOR A…

6


a


b


c


d


e


f


g


h


i


j


k


l


m


n


o


p


q


r


s


t


u


v


w


x


y


z



    

    

    

  



‘



        

     

    

 

   

        

 

  

  

   

  

   

.

         

   

 

   

      

      

         

     

   

   

   

 

       

      

,

 

   

   

   

           



,

    

   

  

     

   

      

      

          

!



        

 

   



,

  

    

   

       

  

  

         

   

    

         

   

        

  

!




7

When we REALLY TRUST God, and allow Him to use us, we will see UNBELIEVABLE THINGS!
When the Angel of the Lord found Gideon He said this to him:
In the Amplified bible (that’s a
bible that gives more
detail/explanation) it say it like
this: “And the Angel of the

Lord appeared to him and said to him, “The
Lord is with you, you MIGHTY MAN OF
[FEARLESS] COURAGE”” Judges 6:12
When God looks at us, He sees our hearts, He sees us
the way He designed us.
He looked at Gideon’s heart and saw FEARLESS
COURAGE; God had PURPOSEFULLY DESIGNED Gideon
to be a MIGHTY WARRIOR. God’s view of and plans for Gideon did not change because Gideon
was hiding, scared in a winepress.
When God looks at you, WHAT DOES HE SEE? WHAT DOES HE CALL YOU?

GOD CALLS ME:

GOD IS WITH ME

Draw or stick a picture of you in the first frame, and ASK GOD WHAT HE SEES.
Write down the words He puts in your heart in the second frame.
NOTE: God is good; He made you and He loves you so much! He WILL NOT SPEAK ANYTHING BAD OVER YOU!
Listen for HIS TRUTH about you. If you are a bit stuck, ask an adult to pray through this with you, God will
speak to both of you!
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READING FOR THE WEEK AHEAD:
When God spoke to Gideon (and in fact to SO MANY of the bible characters we read about) He
told him that HE WAS WITH HIM. That is why Gideon could go out in courage and confidence.
GOD HAS NOT CHANGED. He speaks those same words over us. He says:

______________________, I AM WITH YOU!

(your name)

So pray this:
“Holy Spirit, remind me that you are with me. I want to know your presence more.”
Now grab your bible and read the passage for the day, and perhaps write it out. Think about
what it means. What does it tell you about God and his love for you? Hopefully you will see
that… GOD IS WITH YOU ALWAYS!
As you get to know that truth more, you will begin to grow in courage and do great things with
God!
Day:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Read:

What stands out for you?

Joshua 1:9
Isaiah 41:10
Deuteronomy 31:6
Zephaniah 3:17
Matthew 28:20
Romans 8:38‐39
Hebrews 13:5
Psalm 23:4
1 Corinthians 3:16
Matthew 1:23
Matthew 6:25‐34
John 14:16‐17
Psalm 46:1
Psalm 27:1

1 Corinthians 7:17 (The Message Bible) says:

Have a great week. Jesus IS with YOU. xxx
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