You’re still my favourites! And I miss you! When we can get together again, we are going
to eat cake! This week I have a mission for you to complete DURING THE
SERVICE, so good luck! I look forward to seeing the results. (The mission is
laid out on page 7, so make sure you get there)

How has your week been? Did you enjoy Easter? Did you get any
chocolate? I don’t know about you but I’ve found it a bit
strange, trying to work out what day of the week it is and what
we’re ‘supposed’ to be doing!

Last week, I read a story about Easter eggs, and why they’re hollow.
I thought you may like it too:

The Empty Egg
The week before Easter, a Sunday school group of children talked excitedly about the coming of
Easter. Their teacher told them the story of Jesus, and then to emphasize the idea of new life
springing forth, she gave each of the children a large plastic egg. “Now,” she said to them, “I
want you to take this home and bring it back next week with something inside that shows NEW
LIFE.” The children responded enthusiastically.
The following Sunday, the children entered her classroom, laughing and talking as they placed their
eggs in the large wicker basket on the table in the room. They eagerly waited to open all the
eggs. In the first egg, they discovered a flower. “Oh yes, life!” she said. “When plants peek through
the ground, we know that spring is here.” The next egg contained a plastic butterfly, which looked
very real. “We all know that a caterpillar changes and grows into a beautiful butterfly. Yes, that
is new life, too.” Next, a rock with moss on it was discovered in an egg. She explained that moss,
too, showed life…
(What would you have put in your egg?)
…Then they opened the fourth egg. The egg was EMPTY. The teacher figured it was a boy’s egg,
who had not understood what he was supposed to do with it. Not wanting to embarrass him, she
moved it to the side and was about to open another egg.
Suddenly the boy spoke up, “Aren’t you going to talk about my
egg?”
Flustered, the teacher replied, “But this egg is empty.”
He looked into her eyes and said softly, “Yes, but Jesus’ tomb
was empty, too. Jesus was killed and put in there. Then God
raised him up. NEW LIFE! So the egg should be empty on
Easter.”

I AM GOING TO BE COMPLETELY HONEST WITH YOU…

I feel like a dog called
lay down in my path
and I tripped over Him!

(that may sound silly, but its true)
I have been hoping for so much, and it hasn’t happened
in the time I hoped it would, in the way I hoped it would.
I have felt confused and conflicted, trying to understand
what God is doing and saying, and coming with
NOTHING! God seems SILENT right now. My faith is
fighting with my reality. In my heart I believe one thing,
but my eyes are seeing something very different. Where
do I look? What do I do? How can I ‘fix’ it?
I think this may be the way Jesus’ disciples and friends felt on the “Silent Saturday” (the
Saturday after ‘Good Friday’ and before ‘Resurrection Sunday’) after Jesus died.
 He had told them that He had come to save, but now He was lying in a tomb,
lifeless.
 He had told them that He’d rise again, but that seemed hard to believe after
the events of Friday.
 He was so good, giving ‘life to the full’ to so many, but He’d died like a
murderer!
What seemed like a bright new way of life coming, filled with hope, peace, joy and
freedom, is now lying snuffed out in a tomb!
Hope for MORE just died.
Victory looked distinctly like defeat!
Dead.
Lifeless.
Hopeless.
Out of their control.
No one could do anything to fix it.
They knew what He had told them, they wanted to have faith in that, but it was so
different to what reality looked like.

Then I thought about another story in the bible, in the Old Testament; come look at it with me.

(NIV)

37 The

-

hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the

Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; IT WAS FULL OF
BONES. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many
bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were VERY DRY. 3 He asked
me, “SON OF MAN, CAN THESE BONES LIVE?”
I said, “SOVEREIGN LORD, YOU ALONE KNOW.”
4

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones,

HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these
bones: I WILL MAKE BREATH ENTER YOU, and YOU WILL COME TO LIFE. 6 I will attach
tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I WILL PUT
BREATH IN YOU, and YOU WILL COME TO LIFE. Then you will know that I am
the LORD.’”
7

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, THERE

WAS A NOISE, A RATTLING SOUND, AND THE BONES CAME TOGETHER, BONE TO
BONE. 8 I LOOKED, AND TENDONS AND FLESH APPEARED ON THEM AND SKIN
COVERED THEM, BUT THERE WAS NO BREATH IN THEM.
9

THEN he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say

to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: COME, BREATH, FROM THE FOUR
WINDS AND BREATHE INTO THESE SLAIN, THAT THEY MAY LIVE.’”

10

So I

prophesied as he commanded me, AND BREATH ENTERED THEM; THEY CAME
TO LIFE AND STOOD UP ON THEIR FEET—A VAST ARMY.
11

Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say,

‘OUR BONES ARE DRIED UP AND OUR HOPE IS GONE; WE ARE CUT
OFF.’ 12 Therefore

prophesy

and

say

to

them:

‘THIS

IS

WHAT

THE

SOVEREIGN LORD SAYS: My people, I AM GOING TO OPEN YOUR GRAVES AND BRING
YOU UP FROM THEM; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my
people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from
them. 14 I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT IN YOU AND YOU WILL LIVE, and I will
settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD HAVE SPOKEN, and I
HAVE DONE IT, declares the LORD.’”

WOW!

Read it again!!!!!!!!!!

Read it slowly and think about what God is SAYING
and DOING.
I noticed that:







God did everything he said he would.
God brought bones to life! (not just nearly
dead - It says VERY dry bones!)
God says over and over “I WILL…” – and HE
DID! He’s in control and faithful.
Verse 8 – the bones had bodies, but still no
life – that’s a bit like the “Silent Saturday” –
God did things in HIS time.
When God breathed, THEY CAME TO LIFE AND
STOOD UP ON THEIR FEET



When the people said OUR BONES
ARE DRIED UP AND OUR HOPE IS

WHAT STOOD OUT FOR YOU?

GONE; WE ARE CUT OFF God’s

response was I WILL PUT MY
SPIRIT IN YOU AND YOU WILL LIVE



Verse 14 “Then you will know that I
the LORD HAVE SPOKEN, and I HAVE
DONE IT, declares the LORD”

I feel so encouraged by this. I definitely
feel like “OUR BONES ARE DRIED UP AND OUR HOPE IS GONE; WE ARE CUT OFF”
BUT God says ‘LIVE’!
When Jesus was at Lazarus’ tomb, He said “I AM the resurrection and Life”.
The reality is that we do become discouraged at times. And that’s okay. BUT we need
to remember that God STILL IS! We can speak LIFE into these moments because of
Jesus.
In my “valley of dry bones” where I feel like everything is dead and VERY dry, God
STILL IS RESURRECTION. He still breathes life and brings beauty from ashes!
I’m sure you can find many stories, throughout the bible, where God breathes new life
into dead or trying situations.

So, to uncertainty, sickness, despair, and hopelessness, we say LIVE, because of Jesus!
HE HAS NOT CHANGED! He STILL breathes life into our hopeless situations.

C[n you g_t onto

?

I have a song I want you to listen to. If you can’t do it
right now, ask your parents to help you later.
A church called Elevation Church has written a new
Here’s its YOUTUBE address:
song. It’s called
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrAdbH28gIg
Here are the lyrics: (Written by Steven Furtick, Chris Brown, Brandon Lake)
Saturday was Silent
Surely it was Through
But since when has Impossible
Ever stopped You
Friday’s Disappointment
Is Sunday’s Empty Tomb
Since when has Impossible
Ever stopped You
This is the Sound
Of Dry Bones Rattling
This is the Praise
Make a dead man Walk again
Open the grave
I’m coming Out, I’m gonna Live
Gonna Live again
This is the Sound
Of Dry Bones Rattling!
Pentecostal Fire
Stirring something New
You’re not gonna Run
Out of Miracles anytime Soon
Resurrection Power
Runs in my Veins Too
I Believe there’s another Miracle
Here in this Room!
This is the Sound
Of Dry Bones Rattling
This is the Praise
Make a dead man Walk again
Open the grave
I’m coming Out, I’m gonna Live
Gonna Live again
This is the Sound
Of Dry Bones Rattling!

My God is able to Save
And Deliver and Heal
And Restore Anything
That He wants to
Just ask the Man
Who was Thrown
On the Bones of Elisha
If there’s anything
That He can’t do
Just ask the Stone
That was Rolled
At the tomb in the Garden
What Happens
When God says to Move
Ifeel Him Moving it now
I feel Him Doing it now

This is the Sound
Of Dry Bones Rattling
This is the Praise
Make a dead man Walk again
Open the grave
I’m coming Out, I’m gonna Live
Gonna Live again
This is the Sound
Of Dry Bones Rattling!
I hear the Sound (I hear the Sound)
I hear the Sound (I hear the Sound)
And the Bones began to RATTLE!
God said Live
This is what he said,
{LIVE (Live), LIVE! (Live)
Dry Bones
Hear the Word of the Lord
LIVE (Live), LIVE! (Live)
Dry Bones
Hear the Word of the Lord} [x3]

You can colour this page while enjoying the music:

I love the line in that song that says :

So I end my week far more encouraged and ready to walk on in faith.
My prayer is that HIS BREATH WILL COME FROM THE FOUR WINDS, AND
BREATHE INTO THESE SLAIN, THAT THEY MAY LIVE.

Now I have a MISSION for you:
I am fairly sure that I am NOT the only person who felt
discouraged this week. The apostle Paul wrote
many times in his letters of needing or giving
encouragement to the people around him.
Take a look at church ZOOM screen and ask God
to show you one person who needs to hear an
encouraging word today. It may be that God
makes that person the one you notice the
most, or their name is in your heart, or
perhaps their shirt or activity caught your
attention, or you may just like them! (if you can’t see
the screen, just think of a person in our church or in your
family).

Make a poster/letter/drawing/card that will encourage that person. God will
put what he wants to say to them in your thoughts, mind or heart. As you start
drawing He will give you the ideas. It may be words, it may be a picture, it may be
bible verses or a song. Here are some examples, but be free to make it however you
think:

Try get this finished before the end of the service so that you to share the picture with
them before we say goodbye. (I’ll ask for space to be made for you to do this).
Thanks for being YOU! Have a great week. I love you and miss you! Enjoy doing school at home. Be
the BEST version of yourself and before you set foot on the ground each morning, ask God to breathe
His life into you!
XXX Kim

